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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



insinuations and calumnies which have not been spared 
us. You have done so, and are doing so, you and your 
friends, on your side, and we cannot sufficiently thank 
you for it. We ask you, at this solemn and perhaps 
decisive hour, to do so, with us, still more energetically 
and more openly, and not to be afraid to declare once 
more, while extending us fraternally and loyally your 
hand across our frontiers, that, in spite of cruel memories 
and old mutual resentments, the time for bitterness and 
for conflicts of violence between us has entirely past. 
France and Germany, like the other nations, returning 
from their errors and understanding better their interests 
and their duties, have no longer to rival each other 
except in scientific and industrial effort, in order to 
grow together, by mutual helpfulness, in well being and 
knowledge. May we, by our unanimous 22d of Febru- 
ary Manifestation, succeed finally and definitely in making 
them understand this. 

Accept, in this hope, dear and honored colleague, the 
assurance of my sentiments of gratitude and of affection- 
ate remembrance. 

Frederic Passy, 
Member of the Institute of France, etc. 



The Twenty-second of February at 
Paris. 

The 22d of February was observed as usual again 
this year as an occasion for a joint peace manifestation 
by a large number of the peace societies of Europe. The 
various meetings adopted identical or similar resolutions, 
the general spirit of which may be gathered from the 
following, which were voted with enthusiasm at the peace 
banquet held in Paris and presided over by Dr. Charles 
Richet, of the Medical Faculty of the Sorbonne : 

" The French peace workers, met in Paris the 22d 
of February, 1906, declare it to be their purpose to 
cooperate with all their power in the defense of the 
country ; 

"They recognize and proclaim unanimously that the 
survival of war constitutes the most dangerous of men- 
aces to the security of their country as of every other 
country ; 

" That the first measure of defense to be taken by the 
patriots of all countries is the universal condemnation of 
war and its entire destruction ; 

" That this destruction will be the consequence of the 
organization of a general international federation which 
will assure to the peoples justice and the concerted 
management of their common interests ; 

" That this organization depends only on the will of 
the peoples, and that the calling of the second Hague 
Conference furnishes the people a fitting occasion for the 
manifestation of their will ; 

"The French peace workers therefore send to the 
peace workers of all countries, who at this hour are bear- 
ing their testimony against war, their fraternal salutation 
and the expression of their solidarity with them ; 

" They invite the French electors to give their votes 
to none but the declared adversaries of war ; 

" They respectfully pray the government of the Re- 
public to hasten as much as possible the definite organi- 



zation of peace through the approaching meeting of the 
second Hague Conference, assuring to this Conference, 
through serious preparation for it, the greatest possible 
measure of utility ; 

" The French peace workers met at Paris the 22d of 
February, 1906, address to the president and members 
(plenipotentiaries) of the international conference at 
Algerciras their respectful greetings. They beg them 
not to separate without having, by a formal convention, 
assured the pacific juridic settlement of all the differences 
relative to Africa which now exist or may arise between 
the powers represented at the conference. This will be 
an eminently useful accomplishment and will contribute 
to the strengthening of general peace. This meeting (of 
the French peace workers) would be profoundly grateful 
to the governments represented at Algeciras if they 
would give to their representatives the instructions and 
powers necessary to bring this about." 

THE NEW ABC. 

REV. WALTER WALSH OF DUNDEE, SCOTLAND, IN HIS 
CHURCH PAPER. 

We are accustomed to jocose quotation of the poet's 
line, " Teaching the young idea how to shoot," and we 
know that the poet's reference is to the bud or twig 
which shoots gracefully and fruitfully from a tree's 
branch and stem. The metaphor is not unlikely to be 
turned to baser uses. We are confronted with a very 
unpoetical proposal to " teach the young idea how to 
shoot" from a butt, at a target, with rifle and bullet, 
with the ultimate object of enabling the old idea to 
shoot at a man. Various associations have sprung up in 
recent years aiming at the introduction of military drill 
and rifle shooting in all schools. Speaking before one 
of these not long ago, Earl Roberts urged that arms and 
ammunition should be supplied to schools by the War 
Office, and that rifle shooting should be made part of the 
educational course. The National Service League, 
through its president, Lord Raglan, recently published 
in the leading newspapers of the country a declaration 
that the aim of their existence was to make military drill 
and rifle shooting an obligatory part of the educational 
course in all schools, public and private, primary and 
secondary ; that nearly all the public school head masters 
were favorable to the scheme ; and that medals and other 
rewards were to be liberally distributed with the view of 
honoring "the best soldier" amongst the boys of the 
nation. These conspirators against the freedom and 
peace of the nation have been fortunate enough to cap- 
ture the Prince of Wales, who recently said that " train- 
ing of the young is the foundation of every sound system 
of national defense " ; nay, they have even roped in 
King Edward, prematurely hailed "the Peacemaker," 
for at Bisley His Majesty said that he was "glad to 
think, and to trust also, that the boys in our different 
schools will now take up rifle shooting." The plot is 
revealed to the eyes of all men. It is the aim of these 
military monomaniacs to enforce military training and 
rifle shooting on every boy in this country, so that the 
way to compulsory military service and conscription 
may be made easier. We are forewarned ; and if we 
fall into the snare it will be because we are willing to be 
deluded, willing to regard our boys as nothing better 
than so much " food for powder ! " 
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Here then is a clear call t to whatever conscience and 
religion is left in this nation — whatever rationality and 
freedom. Will the churches have anything to say to 
this impudent, this inhuman proposal, or are they already 
corrupted heyond hope by Boys' Brigades, Lads' Brig- 
ades, and what not? I believe I voice the Christian 
sentiment of this congregation, at any rate, when I 
express my conviction that we must fling ourselves right 
in the track of this new outrage upon freedom and 
humanity. There is more hope of the Trade Unions, 
the Trade Councils, the Labor Associations, than of the 
churches. In this respect, at any rate, the labor societies 
are more religious than the churches. Here, certainly, is 
a clear call to the forces of democracy. The money to 
pay for this is to be filched from the taxes raised for 
education. A situation is created that might bring a 
grin to the face of Faust's Mephistopheles. The people 
have been squeezed to raise taxes for educational pur- 
poses, but it is to be perverted to military purposes. 
The people's hard-earned money is to be diverted from 
the school to the army, from education to destruction, 
from making men to killing men, from putting brains in 
to blowing brains out. I think the mothers who bleed 
to bring these brave, beautiful boys into the world, the 
fathers who sweat to pay school taxes, will have some- 
thing to say. Will the educationists not have something 
to say ? Is it not the duty of a civilized people to pre- 
pare their young for peace rather than for war ? Would 
it not be nobler to fill the minds of our young with the 
ideas of international fraternity rather than with the 
shallow parochialism of the barrack-room ? Would not 
the triumphs of peace and arbitration form more fruitful 
themes than the temporary successes of the sword ? Is 
it not our duty to teach the young what we owe to other 
nations — to France, for example, for her ideals of 
progress and liberty; to Germany for her schools of 
philosophy ; to Italy for her art ; to India for her religion ? 
And would it not be a nobler exercise of human power 
to emulate those peoples in the pursuits which elevate 
and adorn human existence rather than in the hateful 
rivalries of war ? 

Let us set ourselves to resist this diabolical addition to 
the educational code of our country! 

Let us refuse to have our children taught this military 
ABC, which, that you may the more plainly see its 
meaning, I would venture to set forth in the following 
terms : 

Army, marched out on the plain ; 
Bullet, right through your boy's brain. 

Cain, who murdered his brother ; 
Devil, deluding Cain's mother. 

Enemy, no one knows why ; 
Falsehood, the war-monger's lie. 

God, blasphemed by the Church ; 
Heaven, quite left in the lurch. 

Iron-clad, huge floating tomb ; 
Jingo, making war boom. 

King, the man independent ; 
Love, left scarcely a remnant. 

Mob, breaking up the peace meetings ; 
Nation, mad with " maffickings," treatings. 
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O is the Oath of Obedience, quite wrong ; 

P is the Peace, for which Patriots long. 

Q is for Quarrel, not made by the people ; 

R is Revenge, preached under the steeple. 

S is the Soldier, made just food for powder ; 

T is the Trench, in which his bones moulder. 

U is the Union should join land with land ; 

V is a " Vict'ry," like hell out of hand. 
W is War-monger, turning earth into hell. 
X the " more Xellent way " we now tell. 

Y is the Youth made for Love, God and Heaven ; 
Z is the Zenith of Peace on Earth given. 



A Policy of Concession Recommended. 

On the 22d of February Dr. Adolf Richter and Pastor 
Otto Umfrid, president and vice-president of the Ger- 
man Peace Society, addressed the following letter to 
Chancellor von Btilow, recommending a policy of con- 
cession in dealing with the Moroccan question at the 
Algeciras Conference: 

Highness : We pray you to grant us a moment of 
your attention. 

We are convinced that the point of view represented 
by the German delegates at the Algeciras Conference is 
fully justified, but we see unfortunately that almost the 
whole of Europe is on the side of France. The political 
constellations are, for this reason, extremely unfavorable 
to Germany, and the danger of the isolation of our 
country, which your Highness had already most skillfully 
turned aside, threatens us anew. Although persuaded 
of the necessity of the German government's defending 
as far as possible German interests in Morocco, and 
especially preventing the extension of the French colo- 
nial domain in that country, it seems to us that a policy 
of concessions is dictated by the present circumstances. 
However powerful a state may be, it would not be pos- 
sible to consider as an act of weakness or a failure in 
national sentiment a resolution which it might take to 
yield to the judgment of a part of the world. On the 
contrary, the German people, as well as civilized human- 
ity, will be grateful to the German government if it 
yields in time. 

If the different points of view which are found at 
Algeciras are so divergent that an agreement cannot be 
reached, it would certainly be possible to refer to the 
Hague Tribunal of Arbitration any questions which can- 
not be settled by common understanding. We even 
think that it would be clearly to the interest of the 
German government to propose this reference, for it 
would prove in this way that German diplomacy does 
its utmost to maintain peace in the world ; and on the 
other hand, the Hague Tribunal of Arbitration would 
very probably find itself obliged, in the course of its 
deliberations, to invite the Moroccan people themselves 
to express their opinion as to their future destiny. It is 
evident that this people would declare itself in favor of 
the maintenance of its independence, and that thereafter 
the Arbitration Tribunal would render its judgment in 
the sense of the German contention. 

We are far from pretending to give your Highness 



